
The "Fake News" Problem: 

T I P S , T R I C K S , & T O O L S  T O 
U S E  B O T H I N A N D O U T O F 

T H E C L A S S R O O M 



Data Never 
Sleeps! 

 

We are viewing, 
using, & creating 
information at an 
unprecedented 
rate. 

 

The amount of 
data in the world 
is doubling every 
year. 



 
 

Part I 
What is 
“fake 
news”? 



 

 

 

 

 

“Fake News” 

A term frequently used by President 
Trump, nominated 2017s word of the 
year, impacted the 2016 U.S. election, 
and is even now finally being 
(attempting to be) regulated by social 
media. 
But……what is it? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflect for a Minute 

 
Take a minute to think about the term 
“fake news.” 

- Where have you heard it recently? 

- Who was saying it? 

- What was it being used to describe? 



How would you define “fake news?” 

• Any source of info that is not rooted in truth/fact 
• A story that is written to distort facts and promote the bias of one 

side 
• False information create by accident or design that is interpreted 

as true and spreads rapidly via the internet 
• Unverified facts and biased positions 
• Nonfactual information used to persuade, confuse, or evade 
• A way to indicate what the phrase’s user thinks is negative 

propaganda towards themselves or their beliefs 



The thing about “fake news”…. 
 

⚫ The term “FAKE NEWS” is very widely used right now, 
but it’s largely misused, or at least irresponsibly used. 
Calling something “fake news” is vague and very over- 
simplified. As you’ve just seen, the term is used in very 
different ways and defined differently by those using it. 

 
⚫ When most people use the term, and how it is used for our 

purposes, is as a catchall, or umbrella term, under which 
falls a broad variety of different kinds of false, mis-, and 
dis-information. 



 

Part II 
Types of 
mis/dis- 

information 
(“Fake News”) 



Broad Types of mis/disinformation 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Part III 

 

Why is fake news 
spreading? 



 



 



 



 



Part IV 

 

What can you do 
about 

“fake news”? 



 



 



 



 



 


