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Amanda studied International Relations at Saint Joseph’s 
University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. After graduating 
she joined the United States Peace Corps and served as a 
Youth Development Volunteer in Ukraine. Amanda is now 
an English teacher at the Professional High School of 
Energy and Electrical Engineering and Hristo Botev 
Primary School, where she enjoys getting to know her 
students, colleagues, and more about Bulgaria. 



 

 

 

 

What is Fake News? 

🠶“false news stories, often of a 
sensational nature, created to be 
widely shared or distributed for the 
purpose of generating revenue, or 
promoting or discrediting a public 
figure, political movement, company, 
etc.” 

🠶 https://www.dictionary.com/browse/fake- 
news#:~:text=noun,fake%20news%20on%20social%20media 

https://www.dictionary.com/browse/fake-news#%3A~%3Atext%3Dnoun%2Cfake%20news%20on%20social%20media
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/fake-news#%3A~%3Atext%3Dnoun%2Cfake%20news%20on%20social%20media


 

 

 
 

The term fake news is 
widely used, but it 
often refers to a 
specific type of false 
information- 
dis-information. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mis-information 
Dis-information 
Mal-information 



 

 

 
 

Dis-information 

🠶“Dis-information is when false information is 
knowingly shared to cause harm.” 

🠶  https://firstdraftnews.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/PREMS-162317-GBR- 
2018-Report-de%CC%81sinformation-1.pdf 

https://firstdraftnews.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/PREMS-162317-GBR-2018-Report-de%CC%81sinformation-1.pdf
https://firstdraftnews.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/PREMS-162317-GBR-2018-Report-de%CC%81sinformation-1.pdf


 

 

 
 

Mal-information 

🠶“Mal-information is when genuine information is 
shared to cause harm, often by moving 
information designed to stay private into the 
public sphere.” 

🠶  https://firstdraftnews.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/PREMS-162317-GBR- 
2018-Report-de%CC%81sinformation-1.pdf 

https://firstdraftnews.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/PREMS-162317-GBR-2018-Report-de%CC%81sinformation-1.pdf
https://firstdraftnews.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/PREMS-162317-GBR-2018-Report-de%CC%81sinformation-1.pdf


 

 

 
 

What role do you think social 
media plays in the spread of dis- 
information? 
🠶Social media makes it easy for people to 

share stories they see online, these stories 
are not always true, but people share 
them without checking their sources. This 
makes it very easy for dis-information to 
spread. 



 

 

 
 

How can dis-information be 
dangerous? 
🠶“Fake news creates a false reality that not 

just one or two people buy into, but 
thousands, and it creates a reality that 
those creating the fake news can 
manipulate to whatever they want it to be. 
Those lies, if continued to be perpetrated, 
can turn deadly or threaten societal 
stability.” 

🠶 https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2021/03/26/buzzword-or-real-threat- 
fake-news-is-more-dangerous-than-you-think/?sh=7dc909343a5f 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2021/03/26/buzzword-or-real-threat-fake-news-is-more-dangerous-than-you-think/?sh=7dc909343a5f
https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbestechcouncil/2021/03/26/buzzword-or-real-threat-fake-news-is-more-dangerous-than-you-think/?sh=7dc909343a5f


 

 

 
 

What can we do to stop the 
spread of dis-information? 
🠶Check your sources before you share 

things 

 
🠶Share reliable information 

 
🠶Educate yourself and others on how to spot 

dis-information 



 

 

 
 

How to Spot Fake News and Dis- 
Information 
🠶 If you haven’t heard of a news outlet before, search the 

story they are reporting to see if other outlets have 
reported the same story 

🠶 Do some research into the news outlet that is posting the 
story 

🠶 Be careful about headlines, sometimes stories can have 
a very sensationalized headline but then have no actual 
facts that back up the headline of the article 

🠶 Make sure that the article isn’t intended to be satire 

🠶 Satire: a literary work holding up human vices and follies 
to ridicule or scorn 

🠶 Use caution when basing something solely on an image 
🠶 https://onlinedegrees.und.edu/masters-cyber-security/tips-for-students-on-how-to-identify-fake-news/ 

🠶 https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/satire 

https://onlinedegrees.und.edu/masters-cyber-security/tips-for-students-on-how-to-identify-fake-news/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/satire
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